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SELECTMENS’ LEPORT 


Report of the Financial Transactions of the town for the year 
ending March 1, 1876. 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1875. 


Total amount assessed and committed 
to Collector, including State, 
County, Town and School tax, $4,813 26 


} 


Dog Tax, 119 00 
———— $4,932 26 
Total amount collected, abatements 
included, $3,792 95 
Amount uncollected, 1,189 31 
— $4,932 26 


RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of City of Nashua for light- 
ing T. F. Bridge, $35 82 

County of Hillsborough 

for board and nursing 


Henry King, 6 00 
State Treasurer, Railr’d! 
tax, 308 10 
State Treasurer, Savings 

Bank tax, 915 84 
State Treasurer, Literary 

Fund, 101 05 

——_—— $1,364 81 


4 
TOWN EXPENSES. 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Edward F. Eayrs for repairing 


bridge in 1874, $3 00 
John H. Baker, labor ou bridge 

and culverts, 25 62 
Mark Batchelder, labor on bridge 

aud culverts, 25 T5 
Wm. H. Chase, breaking roads, 8 00 
Jas. B. Merrill, stone for bridge, 6 00 


Wilber D. Hamblet, labor, and 

cash paid for labor and teams 

repairing Wyman road, 39 60 
James G. McDonald, use of der- 

rick, and raising same at Mill 


bridge, 6 25 | 
Chas. W. Spalding, stone and 

covering stone for culverts, 25 97 
Chas. W. Spalding, maintaining 

watering trough, 3 00 
Barr & Co., oil and Janterns for 

T. F. bridge, 36 00 | 
Cross & Tolles, plank and lumber , 

for bridges, 44 12 


Jas. Carnes, lighting T. F. bridge 40 00 
John Gillis, repairing and snow- 

ing bridge, | 18 75 
N. P. Webster, collector non res- 

ident highway tax worked out, 26 80 
N. P. Webster, nails and other 

material, 2 63 
Samuel Campbell, labor and ma- 

terial for Bridle bridge be- 

tween Hudson and Windham, 

(one-half) 38 86 
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Paid Kimball Webster, labor on Mill 

bridge, 

David Clement, maintaining a 
watering trough, 

Josiah K. Wheeler, maintaining 
watering trough, 

Joseph Fuller, drawing stone and 
derrick for bridge, 

W. F. Chase, lumber for bridges 
and labor on highways, 


$7 00 
3 00 
3 00 
6 00 


8 6% 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid Franklin A. Hill, printing notices 
and cards in 1874, 

B. B. & F. P. Whittemore, print- 
ing town reports, 

B. S..Bowers, land for material. 
for repairing highways, 

J. H. Thurber, insurance on T. 
F. bridge, 

James B. Merrill, secretary, for 
town books and records, 

C. H. Hanson and R. Monroe 
Hills, for loss of horse, damage 
to carriage and harness, and 
personal injuries at Bridle b’dge 
between Hudson and Windham, 

Geo. H. Fifield, damage to car- 
riage on highway, 

J. G. Carlton, over assessment 
in 1874, 

B. C. & W. Buswell, land dam- 
age and interest, for land taken 
in widening and straightening 
highway in 1878, 

Sarah Blodgett, land for mate- 
rial for repairing highways, 


83 75 


24 00 


85 00 


72 00 


40 00 


17 92 


40 00 


$377 47 
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Paid A. W. Sawyer, cotinsel fees, 


N. P. Webster, printing tax bills 
and paying county tax, 
B. B. & F. P. Whittemore, print- 
ing check-lists, 
M. V. B. Greene, books and sta- 
tionery, 
D. W. King, reg., recording four 
deeds, ? 
Kimball Webster, surveying two 
lots Jand and making three 
deeds, 
Kimball Webster, cash paid for 
town, 
Kimball Webster, paying State 
tax, 
_N. P. Webster, abatement of tax- 
es, 1874--5, 
John D. Folsom, books furnished 
indigent scholars, 


TOWN OFFICERS, 1874. 


Paid Franklin A. Hill, school com- 


mittee, 1874, 

Frederick Steel, police officer, 
1874, 

N. P. Webster, collector, 1874, 
balance in full, . 


TOWN OFFICERS, 


Paid Franklin A. Hill, school com- 


mittee, 
James B. Merrill, police officer, 
James Emery, town treasurer, 


$65 00 
9 00 


12 77 


1875. 


$32 50 
5 00 
20 00 


ee 


$429 27 


$86 77 


T 


Paid James Emery, town clerk, $15 00 
John D. Folsom, school com- 
mittee, 25 00 
Charles Steele, selectman and as- 
sessor, 40 00 
Reuben Spalding, selectman and 
assessor, 65 00 
Kimball Webster, selectman and 
assessor, 110 00 
N. P. Webster, collector part 
payment, | 60 00 


APPRAISAL OF REAL ESTATE. 


Paid Chas. Steele, selectman, making 
appraisal of real estate, $80 00 
Reuben Spalding, selectman, 
making appraisal of real estate, 80 00 
Kimball Webster, selectman, 
making appraisal of real estate 
and copying same, 80 00 


EXPENSES OF POOR. 


Paid Sophia Doil, boarding her daugh- 


ter, $78 00 
Rufus K. Griffin, boarding and 
nursing Henry King, 6 00 
Viletta Nichols, support of her 
children to July 1, 57 00 
._ Amos Hamlett, support of his 
mother to July 1, 39 00 
Sam’l A. Steele, wood for Luke 
Burns, 3 00 
Susan J. Cunningham, support of - 
her mother, 5 00 


Moses Davis, coffin, etc., for Su- 
san Smith, 12 25 


$372 50 


$240 00 
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Paid J. H. Baker, digging grave for 


Susan Smith, $2 00 
Henry T. Colburn, wood for Jas. 

Cutter, 11.00 
Reuben Spalding, wood for Jas. 

Cutter, 4 0v 
N. P., Webster, relief of Susan 

Smith, 2 87 
N. P. Webster, relief of James 

Cutter, 16 76 
N. P. Webster, relief of Luke 

Burns, 6 14 
Kimball Webster, relief of tran- 

sients, 4 50 
Kimball Webster, cash paid for 

relief of paupers, 5 00 


Kimball Webster, ex’r, for board 
of Sarah Doil, by Sophia Doil | 


deceased, 52 00 
Lima S. Burns, support of Luke 
Burns, 40 00 


James Connell, harvesting corn, 
potatoes and beans for James 
Cutter, 4 00 
ee nD as 


NOTES PAID. 
Paid Silas Hunting, note and interest — $895 44 
SCHOOL MONEY. 


Paid William T. Merrill, Dist. No.1, ‘$60 00 
Samuel Gowing, Avge own LS 87 27 
William F. Winn, Ce ees, aan 
Daniel Gage, onan Tienes 95 00 
Frederick Steele, I: Me Bats) 
Daniel B. Smith, Be ee Ds) ee 
William P. Annis, ieee SPER CT 


Paid William H. Allen, i ah ean 
- William H. Chase, * “ 8, 
Moses A. S. Putnam, * “ 9 
Jeremiah Heath, Puen GOs 
Franklin A. Hill, $6 


$128 64 


119 83 

72 02 
119 83 
109 73 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX, 


Paid State tax, 


$1,428 00 


$1,415 08 


$2,163 44 


$6,328 44 


County tax, 735 44 
RECAPITULATION. 
Paid on account of highways and 
bridges, $377 47 
Incidental expenses, 429 27 
Salaries town officers, 1874, 86 77) 
Salaries town officers, 1875, 372 50: 
Appraisal of real estate, 240 00 
Expenses of poor, 34852 
Note and interest, 895 44 
School money, 1,415 08 
State aud County tax, 2,163 44 
Total amount of orders drawn 
for the year ending March Ist, 
1876, —— 
DOG TAX. 
Am’t of dog tax assessed April, 1875, $119 00 
Abated, 3 00 


Outstanding orders drawn on the 
treasury for damage to sheep by 
dogs, payable pro rata, on or 
after March 14, 1876. 


Amt. of Order. 


Robert McQuesten, $17 00 


$116 00 


Pro Rata. 
$9 72 


Betsey Baldwin, 
Martha W. Marsh, 
Louisa A. Smith, 
Joseph Hardy, 
John Webster, 
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Lorenzo Fuller, $45 00 
Daniel Smith, 20 00 
Kimball Smith, 35 00 
George W. Marshall, 5 00 
Hiram Cross, 29 00 
George W. Trow, 12 00 
Dustin B. Smith, 15 00 
David Atwood, 15 00 
Jackson E. Greeley, 5 00 
Samuel Gowing, 5 00 
$203 00 
LIABILITIES. 


DEMAND NOTEs. 


note, 


Emeline M. Cummings, guard., “ 
Amory Burnham, two notes, 


Chas. H. Newcomb, “ 


Total amount of notes, 


Dog tax, 


Due School District No. 3, 


66 6é 66 66 


“10, 


66 66 66 


Total liabilities, 


ASSETS. 


$25 72 

11 43 

20 00 

2 86 

16 56 

6 85 

8 57 

8 57 

2 86 

2 86 

$116 00 
$321 35 
200 00 
273 98 
870 68 
500 85 
1,537 08 
8,158 80 
1,348 32 

— $8,205 96 

116 00 
$40 85 
75 08 
10 10 

—_ $125 98 

$8,447 94 


NotrEs Dur THE Town. 


J. L. & C. BE. Senter, note and int., 


Joseph Fuller, 


66 fe 


ae 


$754 94 
129 45 


$884 39 
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Due from N. P. Webster, collector for 
1874. 

Due from N. P. Webster, collector for 
1875, interest not included, 
Due from the city of Nashua for light- 

ing T. F. bridge, 
Cash in the treasury, 
Total assets, 


Actual town debt, 
Decrease of debt for the year ending 
March 1, 1876, 


$228 72 
1,189 81 


38 00 
1,393 08 
$3,683 50 


tee 


$4,764 44 


$491 8T 


In conclusion, we desire to return thanks to citizens 
generally for kind assistance, courteous treatment and hos- 
pitality, at all times so cordially extended to us: and es- 
pecially while making the examination and appraisal of the 


real estate. 


KIMBALL WEBSTER, 

REUBEN SPALDING, 

CHARLES STEELE, 
Selectmen of Hudson. 


Treasurer’s Report, 


MARCH 1, 1876. 


To cash in the treasury Mar. 1, 1875 
$1,702 21 
Received of selectmen from City of 
Nashua for lighting T. F. 
bridge, 30 82 
of County of Hillsborough 
for board and nursing 


Henry King, 6 00 
of State Treasurer, Railr’d 

tax, 306 10 
of State Treasurer, Savings 

Bank tax, 915 84 
of State Treasurer, Literary 

Fund, 101 05 


of N. P. Webster, collector, 4,758 50 

Total receipts, ———— 
Paid 119 treasury orders for the year 

ending March 1, 1876, $6,328 44 
outstanding orders drawn on the 
treasury for damage to domes- 
tic animals by dogs, payable 

on or after Mar. 9, 1875, $104 00 

Total treasury orders paid, 


Cash in the treasury March 1, 1876, 


$7,825 52 


$6,482 44 


$1,893 08 


JAMES EMERY, 
Treasurer for the Town of Hudson, 
We have this day examined the foregoing accounts of 
James Emery, Town Treasurer, and find them correctly 


cast, and each payment properly vouched. 


KIMBALL WEBSTER, 

REUBEN SPALDING, 

CHARLES STEELE, 
Selectmen of Hudson. 


Hudson, March Ist, 1876. 


fel OR T 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


To the Selectmen and Citizens of Hudson: 

I herewith submit for your consideration my report upon 
the Summer schools of this town, for the year 1875. The 
number of children between the ages of four and seventeen 
in the town of Hudson, as enumerated by the selectmen in 
April, 1875, is as follows: males, 180; females, 111. 


SYNOPS/S OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS. 
DISTRICT NO. 1. — “Musquash.” 
WILLIAM MERRILL, Prudential Committee. 


The Summer school was taught by Miss Amelia P. Scott 
of thistown. The standing of the pupils in scholarship and 
deportment compares favorably with the previous good 
record of this school. The several classes have all made 
fair progress, especially those in Arithmetic and Geogra- 
phy. More than the usual amount of attention was given 
to correct pronunciation and punctuation. The advanced 
classes in reading memorized a large number of words and 
definitions. It isa matter of regret that only three pupils 
studied English Grammar. ‘The entire school, with one 
exception, practiced penmanship. In this department sev- 
eral of the larger scholars deserve commendation. It 
would be hard to find better writers or neater kept writing 
books than can be found in this school. The examination 
was satisfactory and of much interest to the committee and 
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visitors. Annie Fairbanks was neither absent nor tardy, 
and Alice Marshall, Irvin Barron, Chester Smith and Harry 
Smith were neither absent, tardy, nor dismissed during the 
term. 

The school-house in this district is one noticeable as an 
ancient landmark, and as an interesting relic of a former 
generation.. But such a building is totally unfit for school 
purposes, and its presence denotes much apathy and old 
fogyishness on the part of the citizens in the district. May 
we not hope that they will speedily attend to its demolition, 
and that upon its site the walls of one more ecommodious 
will soon arise ? 3 


DISTRICT NO. 2.— “Red” (7) “School House.” 


Wittiam F. Winn, Prudential Conintittee. 


The school was taught by Miss Josie M. Melvin of this 
town—her first attempt. Under her instruction the school 
retained its prestige for good order and thorough mental 
discipline. Miss Melvin commenced her school deter- 
mined to succeed ; and throughout the term labored hard 
and effectually for the advancement of her pupils. 

The closing exercises were witnessed by a large num- 
ber of visitors; and among their number it was please 
ing to notice the school from District No. 1., accompanied 
by their teacher. The examination showed that the schol- 
ars had been taught the value of accuracy, and of a clear 
conception of tlie heatohes pursued. 

The following remarks are incorporated from the feast 
ers register: ‘ This term of school has been a very pleas« 
ant one to me, and, | trust, a pleasant and profitable one to 
the scholars. They have generally been obedient and stu- 
dious, and have treated me with kindness and respect. There 
has not been a single instance of corporal punishment. 
Freddie Winn was presented with a writing-desk, and Jes- 
sie Melvin with a photograph album as prizes. Emma B. 
Winn and Jessie Melvin were neither tardy nor absent; and 
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Alice M. Chase, Emma B. Colburn, Susie M. Winn and 
Freddie . Winn were neither absent, tardy nor dismissed 
during the term. 


DISTRICT NO. 8.—“ Bush Hill.” 


DanigL GacE, Prudential Committee. 


The school was under the instruction of Miss Belle J. 
Thompson of this town. Ina small school like this, much 
energy is requisite on the part of the teacher, to counteract 
the ever-present tendency towards listless habits of study. 
The absence of that lively competition and general enthusi- 
asm, which characterize our larger schools, is the common 
defect of the smaller ones. The unusual large number of 
absences was great disadvantage to the school, amounting 
in the aggregate to seventy-five days. Weare pleased o 
set over against this statement the fact that only three in- 
stances of tardiness accrued, and that no instances of dis- 
missal are reported during the term. The committee ob- 
served nothing concerning the management of the school 
which merits harsh criticism. The teacher, though young 
and without previous experience, did much to encourage 
and stimulate her pupils in theirdaily work. The different 
branches were well represented with the exception of Gram- 
mar; while the classes in Geography and Arithmetic nun- 
bered respectively seven and eight, the class in this branch 
numbered only three. The examination was an interesting 
occasion. Several of the scholars were very thorough in 
their recitations. Willie Gage was neither absent, tardy, 
nor dismissed during the term. 

The school is destitute of Hustrative apparatus. We 
regret that Monk’s old map of North America, (edition of 
1850) still remains a hanging lie upon the walls of the 
school-room. It should be replaced by a more truthful 
representation.of the grand divisions of the globe which we 
inhabit. © 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 
FREDERICK STEELE, Prudential Committee. 


The prudential committee was fortunate in securing the 
services of Miss M. Abbie Center of Litchfield as teacher. 
Miss Center is well known as a teacher of large experience. 
She has also rendered service as superintendent of schools 
in Litchfield. Under her efficient management the disci- 
pline of the school was excellent. She evidently did not 
deem it essential to good order that her scholars should be 
put into straight jackets. Excessive fatigue was carefully 
guarded against by the scholars being allowed a quiet free- 
dom of movement in their seats. In this school, the largest 
in town, only eight pupils attended to the study of English 
Grammar. The other branches were well represented. A 
more extended report is impracticable, as no examination 
was held at the close of the short session of eight weeks. 
Belle Blodgett, Willie W. Baker, Willie Stearns, Geo. W. 
Clyde and Herbert L. Bachelder were neither absent, tardy 
nor dismissed during the term. The school-room is well 
furnished with blackboards, but is destitute of maps, globes 
and suitable books of reference. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. — “Hudson Center.’’ 


DanieL B. Smiru, Prudential Committee. 


The school was taught by Miss Lizzie M. Emery of this 
town. The duties incident to the school-room were per- 
formed with the same p:easantness of manner and general 
efficiency which characterized her labors during the second 
session of last year. At each visit of the committee the 
recitations were notable for general accuracy and clearness 
of statement, showing that the hours of study were being 
faithfully improved, and that the errors made from day to 
day had been carefully corrected. The custom of memo- 
rizing words and definitions in connection with the reading 
lessons, which was practiced last year, was continued to 
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good advantage. Seven of the pupils attended to compo- 
sitiou—a branch that is too much neglected in public 
schools. The examination reflected much credit on all con- 
cerned. Only ove instance of tardiness occurred during 
the term. ‘The school-room is furnished with an excellent 
whiteboard, and needs more maps, a globe, etc. We ap- 
pend the following remarks from the: teacher’s register: 
“The average attendance is considerable lower than it 
would have been, had the pupils not have been obliged to 
remain at home on account of sickness. JI report the 
names of Allie Hamblett, Harry Smith, Addie Smith and 
Edith and Eddie Taylor, who shave been present all the 
term, and Ida Webster as absent only one-haif day.’’ 


DISTRICT NO. 6.—“ Farms.” 
WiLtiAM ANNIS, Prudential Committee. 


The school was taught by Miss Anna A. Marsh—a lady 
of accurate scholarship, but of limited experience as a 
teacher. Throughout the term the deportment of the schol- 
ars was fair, with the exception of one or two instances. 
The school enjoyed a profitable session of twelve weeks. 
With the exception of Natural Science, none but the ordi- 
uary branches were pursued. It was a matter of surprise 
and regret to the committee that only two pupils studied 
Grammar. Four, however, attended to composition. There 
is, in this school, a large number of pupils, of different 
grades of scholarship. Hence, there must be of necessity, a 
large number of classes requiring the exercise of much pa- 
tience, and energetic labor for their proper instruction. In 
the judgment of the committee, the efforts of the teacher 
were rewarded with a fair degree of success in the accom- 
plishment of this end. The examination exercises, although 
somewhat protracted and severe, were listened to with much 
patieuce and a lively degree of interest on the part of the 
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large number of visitors. There is apparently, a growing 
indifference on the part of the parents and citizens of this 
district upon the subject of common school education. Pre- 
vious to the day of examination, only three persons had vis- 
ited the school. The school-house is pleasantly located, 
and well adapted for school purposes. But the appoint. 
ments of the school-room are very meagre. The school is 
without maps, a globe, a dictionary, and other suitable 
books of reference so much needed in every school-room. 
Lettie R. Webster and Pearl 'T. Thomas are reported as 
having been neither absent, nor tardy, during the term. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. — “Frog Corner.” 
Wm. H, Aturn, Prudential Committee. 


The school was taught by Miss Lotta A. Reynolds of 
West Windham. Miss Reynolds though young, and with 
out much previous experience in teaching, possesses a cer- 
tain sprightliness and vivacity of manner, which she employs 
to good advantage in the school-room. The daily exercises 
were conducted with animation. “Life, not mere exis- 
tence” seems to have been the motto. During the term the 
progress was fair, and the exercises as profitable, perhaps, as 
could be expected in a short session of only eight weeks. 
The class in Grammar numbered only two. One pupil at- — 
tended to book-keeping. The class in penmanship num- 
bered only five. The other usual studies received a proper 
amount of attention. The examination exercises were 
creditable to those concerned, and interesting to the com- 
mittee, parents, and others who were present. The writer 
cannot conclude this brief notice without inviting the atten- 
tion of the citizens of the district to the appearance and 
condition of the school-room. It needs paint, paper and 
whitewash upon its walls, a stove that ‘‘dont smoke,” and a 
desk from which the teacher can get a good view of her 
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scholars, without being obliged to block up under the chair, 
as has been the case since your committee has been in of- 
fice. May we not expect that these improvements will be 
made at an early day ? 


DISTRICT NO. 8.—‘“Barrett’s Hill.” 
Wm. H. Cuase, Prudential Committee. 


Miss Ellen L. Hills of West Windham, teacher. In this 
her first attempt at teaching Miss Hills exhibited an amount 
of skill and persevering energy which bids fair, if she con-- 
tinues her present vocation, to soon place her in the front 
rank of teachers. Endowed by nature with a commanding 
presence and amiable disposition, she soon obtained the re- 
spect and confidence of her pupils,and the committee has 
no hesitancy in saying that her efforts, during the term, 
were highly successful from its opening to the close. It is 
worthy of mention that the entire school attended to pen- 
manship. This example is;well worthy of imitation by a 
large number of the pupils in our other schools. We ree 
gret to put upon record that only one scholar attended to 
Grammar. There was, however, a small class in composi- 
tion. Some attention was given to gymnastics. This im- 
portant practice should be established in every school in 
town. It is invaluable, for reasons that are too self-evident 
to need mention upon these pages. The examination was a 
pleasing exhibit of the faithful labors of the teacher and 
scholars, and gave conclusive evidence that the pupils had 
been neither crammed nor posted for the occasion. The 
school needs maps, etc. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. — “‘ Kidder.” 


Moszs A. Putnam, Prudential Committee ,1874-5. 
JeremMiAH Heatu, Prudential Committee, 1875-6, 


The Winter term was continued until March 26th of 


36 


the present school year, under the charge of Miss Flora G. 
Jones of Nashua. The term was pleasant and of profit to 
the scholars, with the exception of misconduct on the part 
of two young men—members of the school. We allude to 
the evil.of intemperance. At the earnest solicitation of the 
prudential committee and teacher they were not expelled, 
but promptly reprimanded. The committee would gladly 
refrain from incorporating this sad statement into his report, 
had not one of these young men repeated the offence. He 
evaded expulsion by immediately leaving the school. Sev- 
eral pupils absented themselves from the examination. The 
class in Grammar numbered three. Algebra was taught in 
addition to the usual branches. 

The Summer term was under the charge of Miss Emma 
F. Gilchreast of Londonderry. The school was small in 
numbers, and composed of small scholars—the oldest being 
but twelve years of age. Miss Gilchreast is a teacher of con 
siderable experience, and during this term of school proved 
herself amply qualified to teach small scholars. She found, 
even in this school of limited numbers, an interesting field 
in which to employ her energies. Severalof the pupils were 
‘“beginuers,”’” and every teacher of experience will bear wit- 
ness to the statement, that to properly govern and instruct 
pupils of this class, more than an ordinary amount of ability 
is required. Teachers who possess tact as well as talent are 
needed. Such teachers ‘‘are born, not made.” Through- 
out the term the school was quiet and orderly, and the 
scholars cheerful and contented. The school sustained an 
excellent examination. Charlie E. Senter was neither ab- 
sent, tardy nor dismissed during the term. The school is 
well supplied with charts, but needs a better blackboard. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. —‘“ Hills’ Row.” 


FRANKLIN A, HILL, Prudential Committee. 


The school was taught by Miss Nellie M. Thompson of 
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this town. The school in this district was small, only twelve 
_ scholars having been in attendance. The average attend- 
ance shows animprovement upon former terms. The num- 
ber of visitors throughout the term*was unusually large, 
showing a lively degree of interest on the part of parents 
and others. Only three instances of tardiness are reported. 
Five of the scholars attended to Grammar, and only four to 
Penmanship. In reporting upon the general deportment of 
the school some allowance must be made for inexperience. 
That the school, in the judgment of the teacher, did not 
measure up to a high standard of discipline under her man- 
agement, is apparent from her own estimate in the register, 
which is marked as “ordinary.”’ The progress made during 
the term was, of course, highly commensurate with the gen- 
eral discipline. Freddie W. Thompson was neither absent, 
tardy nor dismissed during the whole term. The schoole 
room is supplied with an excellent blackboard, charts, a 
globe and dictionary, and has been kept in good repair. 


ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 


The prosperity of our Summer schools was as good as 
could have been expected, under the working of our pres- 
ent school system. That this system is defective and needs 
aradical change is the opinion of many of our most. prom- 
inent educators. ‘hat our schools are susceptible of im- 
provement all, we think, will readily admit. But how this 
may best be accomplished still remains an open question. 
Nevertheless, the day is not far distant, we trust, when 
more efficient action will be taken upon this subject, at our 
annual town meeting. 

The selection of a candidate for the office of school com- 
mittee is too often left to mere party caprice, without suit- 
able reference to the qualifications which such a school 
officer should possess. This evil could be removed by choos- 
ing a committee, consisting of three members, “so chosen 
that the term of office of one-third of the committee should 
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éxpire annually.” By employing this method of eledting 
school officers, we should not be obliged to commit our 
sehool interests into the hands of inexperienced committees, 

This committee should hire all the teachers. Under the 
present system the prudential committees frequently pre 
sent candidates for examination who are strangers to the 
superintendent, and notwithstanding the fact “that they 
may be found qualified to teach the usual branches pur- 
sued,” their capacity for governing must to a great extent 
be “guessed at.’”’ It is not an easy task to correctly judge 
of the gifts and usefulness of a stranger. 

But even in the manner first mentioned, the services of 
a more corneas class of teachers could not be secured at 
the “starvation” prices at which beginners are now em: 
ployed—prices which are but a moiety of those which 
teachers of experience are constantly receiving. Some of 
these young teachers have done nobly, considering their 
lack of experience, but when they shall become better qual 
ified, and have returned from the “Normal,” we shall be 
unable to again secure their services unless 


SOMETHING IS DONE. 


‘his ‘‘something should be, either the appropriation of more 
money for school pufposes, or the martntenance of a smaller 
number of schools. Without further prolonging the dis- 
cussion upon these two points, we invite the earnest atten- 
tion of the town to the so-called 


TOWN SYSTEM. 


We incorporate the following “ leading features’’ of the 
act from the able report of the State ea of Pub- 
lic Instruction ; 

1. It abolishes the sub-division of towns into school dis- 
tricts. es 

2. It makes of the entire town one school district. 
The town thus becomes a unit for school purposes; the 
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school buildings are owned by the town ; the town builds 
and repairs all school-houses, 
_ 8. It €stablishes and maintains in the different neigh. 
borhoods so many schools, and of such grade as the good 
of the neighborhood requires. 

4. It simplifies the management of the schools, and 
places them under the control of one set of officers. Thus 
it tends to secure that system and uniformity and manage- 
ment so much desired. 

5. It enables the board of education to establish a town 
high school free to all scholars prepared to enter it. 

6. It secures a more economical and judicious expendi- 
_ture of the public school fund. 

The importance of a “course of study’ in our schools is 
apparent from many reasons. We will only name one, 
viz: In all the schools in town only thirty-nine attended 
to Grammar. This statement well suggests the inquiry, 
whither are we drifting—from our mother tongue ? 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANKLIN A, HILL, 
yh | Superintending School Committee. 
. August, 1875, . 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 


LOWN OF HUDSON, 
For the latter part of the year ending Mar. Ist, 1876. 
SSS PIES 


The Report by Districts is as follows : 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


PrupENTIAL COMMITTEE—Samuel Gowing. 
TrachER—Lillie F. Webster, Pelham, N. H. 


Length of term, twelve weeks, commencing November 
29th. Number of scholars, 14. Average attendance, 12. 

Miss Webster was quite successful in this her first attempt 
at teaching. Two or three boys seemed disposed to be 
somewhat idle and disorderly, but the deportment on the 
whole was good. The examination was highly satisfactory ; 
several of the scholars being unusually ready with their 
answers. The instances of tardiness run up to the extra- 
ordinary number of eighty-two. 


DISTRICT NO.. 2. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE—W. F. Winn. 

TracHER—Josie M. Melvin. 

Length of term eleven weeks, commencing October 11th. 
Number of scholars, 22, Average attendance, 19, 

This term of school was successful to a very fair degree. 
The scholars were orderly and studious, the teacher earnest 
and conscientious in the discharge of her duties. Miss Mel- 
vin is one of our most promising young teachers. More 
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familiarity with some branches, more drill in her method of 
_ instructing, and a trifle less preciseness in government will 


guarantee her still greater success. The progress in studies 
was quite satisfactory. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 


PrupentiaL Commitree—Daniel Gage, Esq. 

TeacHER—Mattie R. Smith. 

Length of term eleven weeks, commencing September 20. 
Number of scholars, 10. Average attendance, 8 2-5. 

This is a small but interesting school, no other in town 
showing greater excellence of scholarship, comparing schol- 
ars of the same age. Though teaching was new work for 
Miss Smith, she very readily adapted herself to it, and evinced. 
no small share of tact and governing ability. The examina- 
tion gave evidence of fair progress. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


PRUDENTIAL ComMITTEE—Frederick Steele. 

TEACHER—M. Abbie Senter, Litchfield, N. H. 

Length of second term six wevks, commencing Septem- 
ber 6th. Number of scholars, 32. Average attendance, 
nearly 29. Length of third term eleven weeks, commencing 
November 29. Number of scholars,34. Average attend- 
ance, 29. 

Miss Senter brought to her work great experience and 
rare qualifications. She labored faithfully, sparing no pains, 
and insisting on thoroughness at every point. The exami- 
nations were good. LEHach class showed a very fair under- 
standing of the field passed over during the term. One or 
two of the writing books gave evidence of superior skill in 
penmanship. As to the order of the school, it is to be re- 
gretted that we must report unfavorably. Carelessness in 
regard to such things as shuffling of the feet, whispering, 
and studying half audibly, produced an exceedingly disa- 
greeable din and confusion in the school-room. It is unfor- 
tunate also that this school has fallen into the habit of recit- 
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ing in so low and indistinct a tone as to be heard with the: 
BtPETEA difficulty... 
DISTRICT NO. 5. 


PruDENTIAL CoMMITTEE—D. B. Smith. 
TracHer—Linnie F. Butler, Natick, Mass. 


Length of term twelve weeks, commencing September 27, 
Number of scholars, 22. Average atendantes nearly 19. 

This was the first venture of Miss Butler in the work of 
teaching. She brought to her task a fair amount of teach- 
ing ability, and governed and instructed her pupils in a 
very satisfactory manner. The cultivation of a pieasanter 
tone of voice would add much to her effectiveness. The 
scholars in geueral seemed disposed to order and study. 
There was nv case of corporal punishment during the term, 
Philosophy was studied in addition to the ordinary branches. 
Three examinations occurring the same day prevented my 
presence at the closing. exercises, but I am satisfied the or- 
dinary amount of progress was secured. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


PrupentiaL Commitrere— William P. Annis. 
’ Tpacuer—Annie A. Marsh. 


Length of term fourteen weeks, commencing Oct. 4th. 
Number of scholars, 27. Average attendance, 22 1-5. 

This was on the whole a pleasant, orderly and studious 
school. Some of the pupils seemed to make good progress 
in their studies. The great defect in this school, as in 
nearly allof the others, was a lack of thorough drill. This 
school needs a better supply of blackboards; there is one 
small one here, but it is more ornamental than useful, 
having been spoiled by a coat of varnish. Physiology, 
Book-keeping and Algebra were studied in addition to the 
ordinary branches. 


‘DISTRICT NO, 7. 


PRUDENTIAL CommittEE—Wm. H. Allen. 
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TeacHer— Lotta A. Reynolds, Windham, N. H. 

Length of term ten weeks, commencing November 8th. 
Number of scholars, 16. Average attendance, 14. 

This was a pleasant and successful term. Miss Reynolds 
has fine qualifications for her work, and is gaining an excel- 
lent reputation as a teacher. The examinution showed that 
serious application had been given to the various studies, 
and fair improvement made. Still there was not the thor- 
oughness we would have been glad to have seen. This school 
however is not alone in this defect. This scliool room needs 
to be entirely remodeled, it is at present very inconvenient 
and uncomfortable. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


PrupentiAL Commitrre—Wm. H. Chase, Esq. 
TeacnEr—RBllen L. Hills, Windham, N. H. 


‘Length of term ten weeks, commencing November 8th, 
Number of scholars, 20. Average attendance, about 18 1-2. 
This district was peculiarly fortunate in securing the 
services of Miss Hills, who isa teacher of more than ordinary 
ability, one whom nature has richly endowed for this work. 
Teachers as well as poets, are born, not made. Miss Hills 
is a born teacher. Of this school on Barrett’s Hill, much 
could be said. In deportment and diligence in studies I am 
persuaded it stands first among the schoolsin town. Four- 
teen scholars out of the twenty received the highest mark 
for deportment, among these are the five oldest boys, whose 
ages range from sixteen to twenty. The examination was 
highly satisfactory. Excellent progress was made in Pen- 
manship. Besides the ordinary branches attention was given 
to Algebra and Vocal Music. 


DISTRICT N QO. 9. 


PrRupDENTIAL ComMMITTEE—J. Heath. 
TracHeER—Emma F. Gilchreast. 


Length of term twelve weeks, commencing in October. 
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Number of scholars, 26. Average attendance, 19, 

This is one of the largest schools in town, and with pro- 
priety enjoyed the services of one of our finest and most ex- 
perienced teachers. She succeeded admirably well. Good 
order and earnest application to study; were secured. The 
term passed without jar or friction, and closed with a very 
fine examination. Several of the scholars made excellent 
progress. Geometry was taught additional to the usual 
branches. | 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


PrupentiAL Commirrer—F. Augustus Hill. 
Tracner—Ellen L. Hills. 


Length of term ten weeks, commencing August akc 
Number of scholars, 8. Average attendance, 7. 

This was the smallest school in town. The examination 
was very creditable to all. ‘The rhetorical exercises on the 
last day were unusually interesting. Something should be 
done here to break up the habit of tardiness which prevails 
to a great extent. Seventy tardy marks are found in the 
register. In the register for No. 5, a school three times the 
size of this, only six cases of tardiness are recorded. 

In conclusion, it may be added that our Fall and Winter 
schools have, on the whole, been quite successful. So far 
as we could ascertain there has been no want of faithfulness 
on the part of the teachers, no gross misconduct on the 
part of the scholars, and no seriousinterruption of the schools 
from any cause. Still, had the teachers generally secured 
a more thorough preparation for their work, and had the 
parents co-operated with them more heartily in some in- 
stances, it would have been of very great advantage. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN D. FOLSOM, 
Supt. COMMITTEE, 
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